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BUILDING BRIGHTER FUTURES For Another 50 Years

8th Annual Rubber Duck Derby
On Saturday, May 20,

2006, a record number of
those cute little yellow
rubber duckies will
invade Lake Lanier to
raise money for the Boys
& Girls Clubs of Hall
County.

This year's winner –
out of the 13,000 ducks
entered – will fly the
coop with a new 18-foot
Odyssey Fish & Cruise
Pontoon donated by
Lanier Harbor Boat Sales
& Service.

The event takes place
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Clarks Bridge Park. It
will feature a Duck
Fest/Family Fun Day,
complete with food,
games, vendors and plen-
ty of entertainment.

Other prizes include a

1-carat solitaire diamond,
$1,000 shopping spree,
Ritz-Carlton getaway and
Lake Lanier Islands golf
and beach park package.

You can adopt your
ducks by filling out the
adoption paper enclosed
in this newsletter, calling
the Cingular Wireless
Duck Line at 770-656-
DUCK (3825) or by visit-
ing www.rubberduckder-
by.com.

Scenes from past year’s
Duck Derby. 
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other inappropriate situa-
tions.

Recognizing the need in
our community, James A.
"Jim" Walters has gra-
ciously acted as chair of a
capital campaign to
address the needs of our
youth. Mr. Walters' finan-
cial generosity is well
known throughout north
Georgia, and he has
demonstrated that gen-
erosity once again through
his lead contribution to the
Boys & Girls Clubs of Hall
County’s campaign. Mr.
Walters’ involvement is

attributed to his strong
personal belief that it is
each person's responsibility
to give something back to
the community in which
they live.

The theme for the capi-
tal campaign is Building
Brighter Futures for
Another 50 Years. Thanks
to Mr. Walters’ leadership,
we have successfully raised
almost $3 million to utilize
in our effort to build
brighter futures for our
children. A portion of that
money has already been

The mission of the Boys
& Girls Clubs of Hall
County is to help youth of
all backgrounds, with spe-
cial concern for those from
disadvantaged circum-
stances, develop the quali-
ties needed to become
responsible citizens and
leaders. Trained profession-
al staff and committed vol-
unteers work every day to
help our young people suc-
ceed in school, stay healthy,
and learn important life
skills.

We are proud that in
2005 we were able to serve

over 3186 children at the
Clubs in Hall County. We
are proud of our service to
thousands more children
since 1954. But despite our
best efforts, hundreds of
boys and girls in our com-
munity spend hours at
home with no adult super-
vision, which leads to
involvement in gangs and Futures continued on page 2

OF HALL COUNTY
building brighter futures for anothe r 50 years

Odyssey pontoon boat donated by Lanier
Harbor Marina is this year’s grand prize.

Thanks to our presenting sponsors:
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Leadership Gifts
Atlanta Falcons Youth/Blank  

Foundation   
Preston Bowen 
Boys & Girls Clubs of America 
Cargill Inc.
City of Gainesville 
Jan & Betty Cooley 
Austin Edmondson
Rubye Edmondson  
Charles K. Edmondson, Jr.
Fieldale Farms  
Randall Frost   
Georgia Power   
Gainesville Bank & Trust   
Larry Glover   
Connie Hagler   
Koch Foods   
Doug Magnus   
John Mansfield, Jr.
Mar-Jac Poultry, Inc.
J.M. (Ray) McRae   
Strother Randolph   
Regions Bank   
Duane Schlereth  
Tyler Smith   
Lessie Smithgall  
Warren Stribling   
The Norton Agency   
James A. Walters   Philip Wilheit  
Joe Wood, Jr.
Joe Wood, Sr.

Leading By Example

put to use, as a Teen
Center has been construct-
ed next to the main Club
by Fair Street School. Our
teenagers are often the
most susceptible to destruc-
tive peer pressure. By pro-
viding them with a place to
call their own, the Boys &
Girls Clubs will assist our
teens in rejecting the lure
of gangs and other bad
influences and will help
them to reach their full
potential. At over 18,000
square feet of space, includ-
ing a technology center, fit-
ness area, and space for
educational enrichment
and development, the Teen
Center will serve thou-
sands of teenagers in the
years to come.

Although we rejoice in
the success of our cam-
paign, we recognize that
much work remains to be
done. We need the support
of others in the community
to raise the remaining dol-
lars necessary to build a
club on Memorial Park
Road by Lyman Hall
Elementary School.
Located in the heart of a
predominantly Latino com-
munity, this club will have
the capacity to serve hun-
dreds of children every day
and will help strengthen
the relationship between
different cultures in Hall
County.

When asked what the
Boys & Girls Clubs mean
to them, our children

respond in a
manner that
reflects the
tremendous
impact that
the Clubs
have on their
lives. “At the
Club I have
learned how to
treat others.
Another said, “I learn to
make smart decisions. I
wouldn’t have any place to
go after school if there was-
n’t one.”

The Boys & Girls Clubs

of Hall County is truly the
positive place for kids.

Please join us in build-
ing brighter futures for our
youth.

Futures continued from page 1

New Teen Center under construction.

Motivated by a strong belief in the mission of the
Boys & Girls Clubs of Hall County, the following sup-
porters have made leadership gifts totaling almost $3
million to the Building Brighter Futures capital cam-
paign. Their generosity is a testament of their commit-
ment to the youth of our area.

Board & Staff Gifts
Haydee Anderson
Larry Baldwin
Perry Barnett
Brenda Branch
Stacy Borders
Auturo Corso 
Merrianne Dyer
Cooper Embry
John Gram
Rusty Gravitt
Abb Hayes
George Henry
Duane Hinshaw
Alan Hope
Sam Hulsey
Deborah Mack
Gene Marlow
Enrique Montiel
Mark Musselwhite
Avery Niles
Jack Oliaro
Kris Orr
Doug Parks
Mark Pinkerton
Michele Piucci
Ron Quinn
Walter Rucker
Phillip Sartain
Joe Smithson
Kiesha Storey
Patrick Toms
Tharpe Ward
Tim West
Bartley Wilson
Jerome Yarbrough
Lynn Young

Indoor Soccer Huge Success
Boys & Girls Clubs of

Hall County continues to
provide opportunities for
our area’s youth to con-
nect in a positive, fun
environment. The third
season of Indoor Soccer
ended on March 25 with
an awards celebration for
everyone who participat-
ed.

Twenty-five teams,
with 240 youth in four
categories played every

weekend for the past
three months.

We would like to con-
gratulate the champions
in each of the following
categories: U-08, Real
Madred; U-11, America;
U-13, Zorros; and U-16,
Colombia.

We are looking forward
to seeing everyone again
soon for the Summer
Soccer Program (registra-
tion began mid-March).
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Larry Baldwin, II
Stacy Borders
Philip  Burt
Haydee Anderson
Merrianne Dyer
Cooper Embry
John Gram
Abb Hayes
Floyd Higdon
Alan Hope
Deborah Mack
Gene Marlow
Enrique Montiel
Mark Musselwhite
Kris Nordholz
Doug Parks
Michele Piucci
Brad Puryear
Ron Quinn
Angel Retana
Joe Smithson
Kiesha Storey
Roy Stowe
Tim West
Dan White
Charlene Williams
Jerome Yarbrough
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United Way 
of Hall County

Vision for Technology
Boys &

Girls Clubs
increasingly
recognize how
technology
can help
them, their
kids and their
local commu-
nity work smarter, aim
higher, and achieve more.
Unfortunately, students in
Hall County have less
access to technology than
students in many other
counties. Recent outcome

measures have shown that
82.8 percent of our club
members believe Boys &
Girls Clubs of Hall County
could have greater impact
in their lives through
enhanced technology serv-
ices. As a result, our tradi-
tion of serving Hall County
youth with award-winning
youth development pro-
grams will now be compli-
mented and supported by
an up-to-date infrastruc-
ture, increased youth tech-
nology program hours, and

well-trained staff in tech-
nology that allows us to
deliver the highest quality
service.

We will pursue technolo-
gy tools that increase our
capacity to educate the
public, get vital informa-
tion to those who need it
most, measure and evalu-
ate our work, enable staff
to do their work efficiently,
and communicate with our
community.

We will need your con-
tinued support to help posi-

Tamarind N.
Stewart

Passport to Manhood
Passport to Manhood is

an invaluable program at
the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Hall County.

The national program
seeks to instill in young
boys the values and moral
compass that will assist
them in their journey from
adolescence to manhood.

While adolescence can
be a difficult time for all
youth, boys are more likely
to commit violent crime,
get into trouble in school
and join gangs during this
critical period in their
development. Even in opti-
mal conditions, this time
can often be a confusing
and perilous one as boys
struggle with mixed mes-
sages about what it means

Learning to play golf with some of the North Hall Golf Team and some local
pros at the Chattahoochee Golf Course.

to be a man. In many of our
communities, the journey is
made even more difficult as
boys struggle with compet-
ing forces without the sup-
port of personal male men-
tors and/or role models.
Passport to Manhood repre-

sents a targeted effort to
engage young boys in inter-
active discussions and
activities that reinforce
positive behavior.

Michael Thurmond

tion our kids and organiza-
tion for the future. Please
contact Boys & Girls Clubs
of Hall County to learn
more about this opportuni-
ty to invest in our future.

Looking  to  Invest  in  Futures?
For over 52 years, Boys

& Girls Clubs of Hall
County have offered
young people a safe, fun
place to develop skills,
self-confidence and other
qualities needed to
become responsible citi-
zens and leaders. We can
ensure that this will con-

tinue for future generations
by planning today.

By remembering Boys &
Girls Clubs of Hall County
in your will or trust, you
are securing the future for
thousands of young people!
By doing so, you will also
become a member of the
Heritage Club which recog-

nizes and honors our
friends who have included
the Club in planned gifts.

For more information
about making a planned
gift please call Joyce
Wilson, Director of
Development at 770-532-
8102.

Heritage Club 
“Founding Members”

James M. and Lee Anne
Coyle

Duane Hinshaw and Family
John and Merridy Gram

Abb Hayes
Stuart and Joyce Wilson

Kevin and Tamarind
Stewart
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TAKE
THE

TOUR!
Come see the club

for yourself!
Give us a call at:
770 532-8102

our Clubs.
• T-challa Williams is an
upcoming senior at
Gainesville High School.
She is a well rounded stu-
dent who does a lot of vol-
unteer work in the commu-
nity and would like to
attend college at either
Bethune-Cookman
University or Howard
University.
• Brittney James, an
upcoming senior, loves
being in the community
and helping others. She
displays her leadership
abilities on the track team.
• Michael Holeman

Youth of the Year

devotes much of his free
time helping the elderly
and feeding the homeless.
Michael will be a senior
next year and is currently
undecided about where he
will attend college.
• Quinterra Williams,
also an upcoming senior,
devotes much of her time to
her little sister who looks
to her as not only a “big”
sister but a mentor.
Quinterra is also active in
the community and plans
on attending Howard
University.

Derrick Caldwell

Youth of the Year is Boys
& Girls Clubs of America's
premier youth recognition
program for teens. All teens
can benefit from participat-
ing in this program which
promotes and celebrates
service to the Clubs, com-
munity and family, academ-
ics, moral character, life
goals, and public speaking.

The Youth of the Year
program is most effective
when used as a yearround
tool for fostering young
teenager’s character, per-
sonal growth and leader-
ship qualities. The Boys &
Girls Clubs of Hall County
will recognize four mem-
bers, ages 14-18, who have
been selected as Youth of
the Year candidates. Our
local winner will compete
on a state level and state
winners then participate in
a regional competition. Five
regional winners will
receive a plaque, a $10,000
scholarship and a chance to
compete for the National
Youth of the Year.

There are four Youth of
the Year candidates from

Pictured L to R: Youth of the Year Candidates - Michael Holeman, Quinterra
Williams, T-challa Williams, not pictured Brittney James

Holiday 
Golf Classic 

This year’s Holiday
Golf Classic benefitting
Boys and Girls Clubs of
Hall County is sched-
uled for June 16, 2006.
The event will take
place at the new and
improved PineIsle Golf
Course at Lake Lanier
Islands. The tourna-
ment, sponsored by
Holiday Marina and
Sunrise Cove Marina,
raises vital funds each
year for our kids. Join
corporate and communi-
ty leaders for a full day
of golf plus contests and
prizes, lunch and a post
tournament banquet.
The tournament is open
to all golfers. Cost is
$125 per player, $500
per team. For more

information
call Joyce
Wilson at

770-532-8102.




